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from our President, Christine Maconachy  

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come.  All this is from God, who through Christ 
reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation…”   
2 Corinthians 5:17 -19 
 
During the next few months we will be celebrating change - our Savior’s 
birth, a new year and changes in our lives. We are being transformed. As 

Christ ’s new creation we look to God for His help and now live as servants and ambassadors 
of God. In LWML we are all sisters in Christ and we live for God. How can we bring others to 
Christ and reconcile them to Christ? 
• Live by the Spirit of Christ and as a new creation reach out with kindness, love, joy, pa-

tience, gentleness and self-control.  
• Submit a Mission Grant Proposal for the 2026-2028 Chesapeake District Biennium. Grant 

Proposals are being accepted now through March 1, 2026.   
• Continue to crochet or knit reusable sanitary cloths for young women and girls of Africa 

and Central America  (Directions on are page 3 of this issue of the Breeze.)   
• Volunteer to help with planning and/or execution of special projects and gatherings such 

as Prayer Breakfast or Spring Rallies.  
• Consider “running” for a Board of Directors office. Contact me at clmacon@aol.com or 

Sandy O ‘Hedy s.ohedy116@comcast.net, chairman of Nominating Committee if you are 
interested or want to find out more about serving on the Chesapeake District Board of 
Directors.   

• Use one of the many LWML resources and lead a Bible Study online, in your home, at 
church, at Panera. Go to LWML website, click on Resources for Bible Studies, Crafts & 
Activities, Devotions, Helps for leaders and Groups, Power Points and more!   

• Pray daily to God, asking for His guidance as you serve others. We are not just turning 
over a new leaf.  We are living as a new creation and Christ now lives in us.   

 
One of my favorite pieces that my handbell choir rings is ”How Can I Keep From Singing. ”   
It uses the Singing Bell technique. The technique is patterned after the original bells used on 
mountaintops in Tibet to communicate across difficult terrains. Whatever path(s) you are led 
to initiate and bring others to Christ, lean on Him to help you through the sometimes rough, 
challenging terrains. Be reassured by God’s promise:  “And behold, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.”  Matthew 28: 20 

 

My life flows on in endless song, above earth’s lamentation 
I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation. 

No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging. 
Since Love is lord of heav’n and earth, how can I keep from singing?   

How Can I Keep From Singing -Author Anonymous  

In Christ Alone,  
Christine Maconachy President 

http://www.facebook.com/ChesLWML
http://www.facebook.com/ChesLWML
http://www.facebook.com/ChesLWML
mailto:clmaco@aol.com
mailto:s.ohedy116@comcast.net
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 1. Kids Against Hunger Meals - Orphan Grain Train Mid -Atlantic Branch  $6,000  
 To purchase and ship Kids Against Hunger meals.  
 

2. Shipment of Humanitarian Aid - Orphan Grain Train Maryland Branch  $6,000  
 To ship 40-foot containers of humanitarian aid.  
 

3. Southeastern District -LCMS, Henrico, VA  $6,000  
 To provide financial aid to students studying to become professional church workers 
 within the SED.  
 

4. Biblical Learning Opportunities in the Inner -City of West Baltimore  $6,000  
 For Faith and Work Enterprises, Inc., to develop means for community members to explore  
 the Word of God in meaningful ways.  
 

5. Christ's Light Shines Amid Visual Darkness  $6,000  
 To purchase production supplies, equipment, and outreach resources for Lutheran Braille  
 Worker’s events within the Chesapeake District.  
 

6. Binns -Counts Community Center  $6,000  
 For the purchase of Bibles, devotional material, emergency needs and other supports for  
 this outreach in the McClure Valley, VA.  
 

7.  Life Changing Care for People in Dominican Republic Living with Intellectual &  
 Developmental Disabilities  $5,000  
 To cover cost of clothing, medical, rehabilitation, education and spiritual life program  
 of the residents of Good Shepherd Lutheran Group Home.  
 

8. St. John's Lutheran Church, Farmville, VA Jobs Program  $5,000  
 Establishment of jobs program to create pathways for meaningful work.  
 

9. Y4Life of Lutherans for Life for Life Affirming Youth Conference  $6,000  
 To provide funds for speaker and venue fees associated with Y4Life youth conference  
 in Washington, D.C.  
 

10. Logos Software: Digging Deep into Scripture for a Lifetime of Learning  *$3,000  
 Funding for $650 lifetime subscription fees for Logos Bible Software for seminarians. 
 

Total grant funds approved by delegates in convention:  $55,000  
  *Total amount requested $6,000; will fully fund if possible.  

Chesapeake District LWML Mission Grants  2024 -2026  

The Total Mission Goal  
2024 -2026 - $110,000  
Mites will be allocated  

in the following percentages: 
25% - National 

50% - Outreach Grants 
25% - In reach District Operations  

Mark your calendar!  

The 2026 Chesapeake District 
LWML Convention will be held 

on September 25-27 at the  
Founder’s Inn and Spa  

Tidewater, VA  
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Gospel Outreach and Mission Minute   

Brrr! This is the season of hot chocolate, warm tea, and always coffee! So grab a mug and your favorite fall 
beverage and let’s talk about Jesus. The crazy season is about to begin and soon we will be lost in talking tur-
key, buying and wrapping gifts, Christmas pageants, Christmas trees, and let’s not forget Christmas lights. It’s 
so easy to lose sight of Jesus in the midst of our to do list. But sisters, let’s take time to encourage one another 
to continue to sit at Jesus' feet, pray with one another and for one another. Let’s get excited about attending 
bible study as well as worship. Each day offers us opportunities to share the Gospel, so our souls need to be 
nourished by His precious Word so that we are ready to tell everyone that Jesus came into this World in or-
der to rescue us from sin by His death and resurrection. What a blessed message we have to share!  
 
And speaking of sharing, thanks be to God that His message is being proclaimed beyond our neighborhoods 
as well through our mites. In fact, let’s talk about Mission Grant #6 for Binns Counts Community Center. 
The Binns Counts Community Center is located in the rural city of McClure, VA. With rough terrain and a 
lack of jobs, this area is one of the poorest in Virginia. The goal of this grant is to support the activities of the 
Center which include distribution of bibles, clothing, furniture, and other household items as well as other 
activities. May God bless the efforts of the Binns Counts Community Center as they serve those in dire need. 
 
Lastly, may we continue to find those nickels and dimes and place them in our Mite boxes. For our work is 
not done. There are still people who need to hear about Jesus. They need to know his love 
and the redemptive work that He has accomplished. We have four grants left that need to be 
fulfilled. As you are encouraged through your bible studies and Christian fellowship seek 
new ways to encourage mite donations. All that we do is for the sake of Jesus and His saving 
message of grace and mercy. And as a reminder, there a several ways that donations can be 
made: 
• Through your local groups 
• Send your check payable to LWML Chesapeake District to Financial Secretary Edi Col-

lis, 3601 Stoney Castle St., Olney, MD 20832. 
• Set up a single donation or recurring donation to the district online by following this 

link:  How to Give - LWML CHESAPEAKE DISTRICT  
 
Maybe this coming Christmas season, as we drive past those beautiful Christmas lights, may we be reminded 
to add a few coins to our Mite boxes so that Jesus, the light of the world, might be made known to all through 
our Mission Grants. “Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 
not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.’” John 8:12 
 

Tracy Beasley,  VP of Missions and Gospel Outreach 

Use ONLY 100% Cotton Yarn!  
KNIT: Cast on 36 stitches 9enough for 8” width) 
Knit back and forth until you have 8” length. 
Bind off. Weave in ends. It should be a flat 8x8” 
square 
 
CROCHET:  
Chain 26-28 sts (depending on tension) 
Turn. SC through both loops all the way across.   
CH 1,  Turn. Repeat until piece is an 8x8 square. 
You may choose to edge or not.   
You may mail the finished sanitary cloths to 
 

Mail or Drop off at: 
MD Branch Orphan Grain Train, Attn: Elfie Eberle, 
621 East West Blvd., Millersville, MD 21108 
Mail or Drop off at:  Christine Maconachy,  
712 Northwood Estates Drive, Severn, MD  21144  

How to Make OGT Reusable Sanitary Cloths for Young Women & Girls in Africa and Central America  

https://www.lwmlchesapeake.org/how-to-give.html
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Book your room  

From the Junior Pastoral Counselor  

The Ever -Rolling Stream  

You may be aware that the title of this article is from a 
hymn and it describes what Time does. It bears us all 
away. It marks seasons and years and decades, even 
ages and generations - The Gilded Age, The Roaring 
Twenties. I’m Gen X. Before too long our doctor, den-
tist, or dermatologist will be a Millenial! 
 

We’re approaching some special times in November.  
Certainly we look forward to the contentment and 
gratitude associated with Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving 
has always been a large part of our church life.  
“O give thanks unto the Lord! For His mercy endures 
forever.” But Thanksgiving is also a part of our civic 
life.  There are so many opportunities in our towns 
and cities to take part in Turkey drives, clothing 
drives, and opportunities to help those who are less 
fortunate have a nice Thanksgiving meal. Families 
travel to be together and share time together and rec-
ognize that there is quite a bit for which to be thank-
ful. It is a nice combination of thankfulness in church 
and state.   
 

But that isn’t the only time in November to be thank-
ful. With Thanksgiving on the horizon, we know that 
Christmas is also on the horizon. What does Christ-
mas have to do with November? Try to follow this:   
 

November 11th is St. Martin of Tours’ Day. St. Martin 
is the patron saint of soldiers and chaplains. Martin 
was an officer in the Roman army and one winter 
night he was riding among the troops. He saw a beg-
gar shivering in the cold. Martin cut his fur-lined tu-
nic in half and gave one half to the beggar and went 
on his way. That night in a dream Martin saw Jesus 
wearing the half of the tunic he had given the beggar.  
Martin resigned his commission, joined a monastery 
and became a priest. He dedicated his life to serving 
the poor and to education.   
 

November 10 is Martin Luther’s birthday. When this 
Martin was born, parents didn’t wait to have their 
babies baptized. Martin was baptized on the 11th and 
it was also customary to name your child after the 
nearest saint’s commemoration. In this case it was 
Martin of Tours. (The US Marine Corps ’ birthday is 
also Nov. 10th.)   
 

Now you probably also realize that November 11th is 
Armistice Day, or what is now called Veteran’s Day.  
On 11/11 at 11:11am, an armistice was signed ending 
“The War to End All Wars. ”           
 
That’s a lot going on. Did you know that St. Martin of 
Tours ’ Day was also the start of Advent in some parts 
of Europe?   
 
There was a Holy Roman Emperor named Charle-
magne. When he ruled, the HRE was huge. It was 
pretty much all of Europe. Charlemagne was a fairly 
devout Christian. As he traveled through his empire, 
he noticed that in some portions Advent was a 6- 
week season. The Bible lessons of the Church focused 
on the end times and the return of Jesus. That sounds 
very Advent-y as Advent prepares us for the coming 
of Jesus at Christmas. Six weeks of Advent sounds 
kind of nice. It parallels the six weeks of Lent, and was 
euphemistically called “St. Martin’s Lent” because St. 
Martin’s Day is about six weeks before Christmas   
 

Yet in other parts of the empire, Advent was one 
week, maybe two. Only one week to get ready for 
Christmas?! So Charlemagne worked with the Church 
to standardize the Advent season at four weeks, be-
ginning the Sunday closest to St. Andrew’s Day, which 
is Nov. 30th. I find that fascinating.   
 

Time is weird. It is a thief. It tyrannizes us when we 
have three places we want to be… all at the same time 
at different places. And time is God’s gift to us. We 
have time to celebrate the many graces of God that are 
ours in our Lord Jesus. We have time to love and 
serve, to be loved and be served. We have time to talk 
to our Lord in prayer 
and talk to our loved 
ones over serious, 
important, happy 
matters. 
 

We have time to give thanks. We have time to look at 
all the blessings the Lord has placed into our lives.  
His mercy certainly endures forever.   
 
Pastor Jeremy Loesch 
Junior Pastoral Counselor   
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Special Gifts Endowment Fund Update  

September was a very “special” month for the Special 
Gifts Endowment Fund. We gave grants totaling 
$1,500 to help six women attend our Christian Life 
Retreat in Williamsburg, Virginia . What a blessing 
it was for them to be with their sisters in Christ for 
fellowship, learning, growing in faith, meeting new 
friends, fun, laughter and even tears. It was a very 
meaningful event for all who attended. 
 
In the last month, we’ve received Gifts in Memory of:  

Laura Johnson by Sandy O’Hedy  
Pamela Tate by Ladies League of Redeemer  
Lutheran Church, Portsmouth, VA  

 
Sandy O ’Hedy also donated Gifts in Honor of Karen 
Mattheisen, Claudia Jacobson, and Faith Evans  for 
“hard work done for a great Christian Life Retreat.” 
 Honors well deserved! 

 
Special Gifts  is a great way to remember or honor 
someone, while also supporting the mission and min-
istry of the Chesapeake District LWML. Monies from 
this fund may be given out in increments of $100 up 
to a maximum $300 for small mission projects, special 
expenses or other programs/needs. All requests 
should reflect the mission statement of the LWML.  

 
For more information and forms for donating a gift 
or requesting a grant, please go to our website,  
lwmlchesapeake.org. Choose the Giving to LWML 
or Mission Grants (Mini -Grants) tab to reach the 
Special Gifts Endowment Fund section. If you have 
any questions, you may also contact Linda Nau, 
Chairman, naule@aol.com or 804-514-0095. 
 
The current balances in our accounts are: 

LCEF Steward Account is $7,089.61  
LCEF Certificate of Deposit is $15,000.00 

 
Linda Nau  
Special Gifts Chairman  
 
 
 

A thank you from the 4th Friday Team at 

Fish, located in Williamsburg, VA for gifts of 

food given at the Christian Life Retreat in 

September.  

lwmlchesapeake.org
mailto:naule@aol.com
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Nominations Requested For LWML Officers  

Is the Lord calling You? Organizations need good and effective leaders to be 
successful. The Chesapeake District LWML will be electing new officers at the 
District Convention in Virginia Beach on Sept 25 -27, 2026. The elected officials 
will serve a four (4) year term starting in September, 2026. Officers are ex-
pected to attend Conventions and all Board meetings (3-4 a year.)  Nomina-
tions for the following positions are being requested. Is the Lord requesting 
your service?  
 

President :  presides at District conventions, meetings of the Executive Committee (EC) and the Board of Direc-
tors (BOD); appoints standing committee chair and members, special committees; authorized to sign checks for 
Treasurer in an emergency; member of LWML Presidents Assembly; presents written report to District conven-
tion; notify members of BOD & EC of all meetings.  
 

Vice President of Communication : may perform duties of the office of the President in the absence or at the 
request of the President; coordinate all District publicity overseeing newsletter and website editors; maintain 
contact with LWML Department of Communications; responsible of publication of district convention manual; 
present written report to the District convention. 
 

Vice President of Special Focus Ministries : may perform duties of the office of the President in the absence or 
at the request of the President; Coordinate Special Focus Ministries—Heart to Heart Committee, Deaf Ministry 
Liaison, Young Women Committee and Church Workers in Mission Committee; maintain contact with LWML 
Dept. of Special Focus Ministries; present written report to District convention. 
 

Recording Secretary :  record proceedings of District conventions and meetings of BOD & EC; provide BOD 
members with copy of convention and BOD minutes within four weeks of meeting; receive and file report of 
officers, standing and special committees; certify zone delegates as they register for district convention; work with 
convention registrar to ascertain accurate list and count of voting delegates; present written report to the District 
convention. 
 

Financial Secretary : receive and deposit all monies of the District; keep an accurate account of receipts and de-
posits and send a monthly report to Treasurer and President; submit financial reports to EC and BOD meetings 
and District convention; submit books for financial review at end of fiscal year. Manages subscriptions for the 
LWML Quarterly.  
 

Pastoral Counselor: serve the District in an advisory capacity; attend all District conventions, meetings of Bof 
Directors and Executive Committee. 
Nominees, except for Pastoral Counselor, must have at least 2 year’s experience on group or zone level during 
which time they have held an office and must be active in the work of their group or zone at the time of         
nomination. 
 

Praise the Lord for a wonderful Christian Life Retreat in September! The attendees 
continued to show their support as Lutheran Women in Mission by their contributions dur-
ing the weekend. Here are the totals: 
• Mite Walk - $945 for Chesapeake District mission grants 
• Sunday offering - $2,043.51 for Chesapeake District mission grants 
• Silent Auction - $1,813 for Mites 

The Ingathering tables were overflowing with items for Williamsburg Fish and House of Mercy. Eye glasses were 
also collected for MOST. The Seminarians at St. Louis and Ft. Wayne will welcome the $865 in gift cards along 
with the greeting cards that were written. Many thanks to all of the Lutheran Women in Mission that made these 
donations. The Lord loves a cheerful giver! Also many thanks to the organizers of the Retreat. We all were blessed 
in so many ways!    Your LWML sister, Edi Collis , Financial Secretary 
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Three things I love- my Jesus, my family, and friends and… our sheep! (not surprising to some of you, LOL). All 

are gifts from my Heavenly Father. I also love Fall- it’s my favorite season! The Master Artist creates beautiful col-

lages of stunning colors, rousing aromas and sounds, and cozy sensations. They are also gifts for our pleasure and 

Witness to His Greatness.  

 

This season gives us pause to reflect on the blessings we enjoy. We do not all have the 

same list of loves though I’m certain we all cherish our God and His gift of redeeming 

love, Jesus. 

 

Simple gifts are the best. They aren’t complicated. They can put gentle smiles on our fac-

es and lift our hearts in the moment… a steaming cup of coffee or  tea while witnessing a 

beautiful sunrise or sunset “painted” for our pleasure. Joyful sounds of a child’s unbri-

dled laughter. How about the scent of warm cinnamon rolls baking (yes, the Dough 

Boy’s count!!); the feel of a favorite fall sweater (wool, I hope!) as you bring it out for the 

season; crisp, juicy apples or pears freshly harvested from an orchard. 

 

We’ll be preparing for Thanksgiving and Advent seasons with loved ones or helping those who desperately need to 

feel and see our love especially at this time of year. Think of how easily simple yet powerful gifts can make a beauti-

ful difference in those lives. Smiles, hugs, prayers and most importantly, your time. We may not think we have any 

extra of that last one, but where God knows it’s needed, He will provide all that you’ll need through prayer and 

trust. Start this holiday list now. Watch for ALL the blessings He has in store for you and for others, through you! 

Enjoy the blessings of November in this beautiful scripture reading plan The November Eucharisteo Project.  

https://www.lwml.org/posts/free-resources/november-eucharisteo-project 

 

I ’m heading to the barn soon. It’s National Hug a Sheep Day as I ’m writing this and I know a few who need one on 

Ewe-reka Farm! I’ll hug one for you, too! 

Donna Siverd, VP of  Christian Life  

Simple Gifts are the Best  

Praying for Southeastern District Pastors ’ Wives attending the Christian Life Retreat.  

https://www.lwml.org/posts/free-resources/november-eucharisteo-project
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The CLR Committee was glad that so many could attend, 
despite the change from the original date and location. 
The Doubletree by Hilton provided an accommodating 
staff, and a  nice, large meeting area that most of our ac-
tivities could be held in – and a first for us: a light break-
fast both mornings! We also had some new Saturday 
night activities – “competitive" Trivia and a necklace 
exchange. But most importantly, all attendees had a 
chance to spend time thinking about what “God's Grace 
in the Wilderness" means, and how recognizing God's 
constant grace in our lives changes the way we view our 
circumstances.  
 
Thank you to Lindsay Hausch, our speaker, for sharing 
Bible readings from the book of Exodus and from her 
life, to show us how God molds, shapes, and watches 
over us, even when we may not be aware of it. Some of 
my favorite take-aways from her Bible studies are:  
• The children of Israel wouldn't have been ready to 

go right into Canaan if God had not taken them 
through the Wilderness, with its various challenges, 
first. (I had never considered this before.)  

• God desires to prepare us and make us more like 
Him in the wilderness.  

• The enemy wants to use the places of our wilderness 
to destroy us.  

• God's grace is like a crock pot (yes- Lindsay used 
this everyday item!) – we overestimate what God can 
do in the short term, BUT, we underestimate what 
He can do in the long term. (Lindsay might have 
used “may do” instead of “can do.”)  

 
Thank you’s go to our pastoral counselors, Pastors Mi-
chael Thress and Jeremy Loesch, for leading us in wor-
ship, for sharing sermon thoughts that tied into the 
theme, and for offering up prayers that were on our 
hearts. Thank you also to our District president, Chris-
tine Maconachy, for stepping in at the last minute to be 
our music leader (the person who was going to be the 
music leader had a family emergency) and for leading an 
early morning Bible study on Sunday. Thank you’s also 
to our Interest Session leaders and Servant Event leaders. 
And thank you to those of you who attended and gave 
offerings, bid on Silent Auction items, and helped the 
District to be able to pay off Mission Grant #5 and soon 
#6! Those receiving their grant money will be so blessed 
to have their request for grant money fulfilled.  
 
We know that not everyone who attended completed 
and turned in an evaluation form, either by choice 
(you're just not a “filler-outer") or because you didn't 

have time. If you have comments and suggestions that 
you would still like to share with me or would like to 
expand on what you previously shared, email me at  
bfrevans@gmail.com. With over 100 attendees – 100 
different personalities, viewpoints, ages, likes and dis-
likes, and /or expectations- obviously 100% of you are 
not going to have like minds about everything! But with 
all that being said, constructive and respectful opinions 
are always welcome! The feedback from the evaluations 
has been overall positive, and we, the Christian Life Re-
treat Committee, take time to read them individually 
and discuss them as a group. It has been our privilege to 
provide you with a spiritual, fun and relaxing weekend, 
one where we hope that you had a chance to meet new 
Christian friends and have an opportunity to be remind-
ed of God's goodness.   
 
On a recent Sunday my pastor, Jeff Marquardt, had a 
sermon about Ruth and Naomi. One of the points that 
he made I thought really tied into some of the things 
that were presented at the retreat:   
• “God connects the dots of our lives, even when we 

can't see the pattern.”   
• Even when we feel that we are in the midst of our 

own “wilderness," God knows what is happening, 
has not forgotten our needs, and how it will turn 
out! To God be the glory!  

 
A project that the Board of Directors contributed to as 
we prepared for the Retreat, was a 
booklet of “Prayers for 
Mealtimes." Have you ever gotten 
into a bit of a rut because you say 
the same prayer before meals, and 
sometimes finish and two minutes 
later wonder if you said the pray-
er? (I have.) Maybe this prayer 
booklet will help to reinvigorate 
your mealtime prayer habit. If you 
would like to have one of the 
booklets, let me know, and I'll 
make sure that you receive one.   
 
God's blessings to you, wherever you may be in your 
everyday walk with God.   
 
Faith Evans, Christian Life Retreat Chair   
 
Ephesians 2: 8-9: For it is by grace that you have been 
saved, through faith- and this is not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast.  

Christian Life Retreat  September 19 -21, 2025  

mailto:bfrevans@gmail.com
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LWML Sunday —Blue Ridge Zone  

Lutheran Church of St. Andrew —LWML Sunday  
Silver Spring, MD  

Trinity, Lexington Park, MD LWML Sunday  

 

Cruise Flash!!  
Cruise out of Norfolk, VA right after the Chesapeake District Convention. Sail September 27-October 3, 2026 
$25 Deposit due by December 11, 2025. 
For more information, contact Doreen Canuelle at 757-812-5934  

Pastoral Counselors  
Rev. Mike Thress  
Rev. Jeremy Loesch  

DelMarVa Zone at the Christian Life Retreat  




