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message from our PRESIDENT 
Edi Collis 

A recent 2-Minute Tuesday (www.lwml.org) relayed the 
following story:  “A woman was asked what she had been 
doing the past week, she answered, “On Monday, I minis-
tered to Mexicans in Texas. Tuesday, I preached the gos-
pel in Brazil. Wednesday, I operated on a man in Africa. 
Thursday, I taught in a mission school in Japan. Friday, I 
helped establish a church in California. Saturday, I taught 
seminary classes. Sunday, I distributed Bibles in Korea.” 
Her friend, thinking her a bit “tetched” asked her to ex-
plain. “You see, by dropping monies in my Mite Box    
daily, I have been able to go to all these places where God 

 the Holy Spirit is working.”” 
 

As I write this, we have just celebrated Pentecost Sunday. Do you remember how 
the apostles were filled with the Holy Spirit and were enabled to share the message 
of Jesus’ love and salvation to the crowd that surrounded them? As a result of their 
testimony that day, 3,000 people were brought into a living relationship with their 
Savior and with one another. 
 

As Lutheran Women in Mission, we, too, can share the message of our Lord’s great 
love to those around the world. By filling our Mite Boxes, we can fund outreach 
programs, both within the Chesapeake District and around the world. How 
blessed we are to have this opportunity! 
 

This edition of the Chesapeake Breeze is full of details about our 2016 District 
Convention, to be held September 23-25 in Timonium, MD. The women of the 
PenMar Zone are excited and ready to host all of us for this convention, organized 
under the theme “Sow What?” We are blessed to have Rev. Dr. Brent Smith, Execu-
tive Director for Mission Development for the LCMS-SED, as our keynote speaker. 
LWML President Patti Ross will share news from the national organization, plans 
for the 2017 convention in Albuquerque, NM, and the “Diamond Dazzle Jubilee” 
celebration of the LWML’s 75th anniversary. As a special treat, a son of our District, 
Phil Jaseph, will speak about his two years serving the LCMS in Kenya.  
 
(continued on page 2) 

http://www.lwmlchesapeake.org
http://www.lwml.org


2 

 message from Edi 
(continued from page 1) 
 

Remember that each society 
may send two delegates as part 
of their Zone Delegation to the 
convention to cast votes for of-
ficers and for mission grants for 
the 2016-2018 biennium. Please 
keep all of the delegates and our 
discernment process in your 
prayers over these next few 
months. 
 

The convention is a wonderful 
opportunity to share the excite-
ment of LWML with other 
women! Each zone may send 
AT LEAST one Young Wom-
en’s Representative to this con-
vention. I also encourage you to 
seek out the ethnic congrega-
tions in your areas and see if 
there is support you can pro-
vide to help some of the women 
in these churches to join us in 
convention. 
 
As we near the end of the 2014-
2016 biennium, we still need to 
fund four more mission grants 
to meet our district mission 
goal. This is a challenge, but I 
know through God’s grace and 
your spirit of giving, these 
grants will be paid! 
 

Your LWML sister,  
Edi 
 

I thank my God every time I remember 
you.  In all my prayers for all of you, I 
always pray with joy because of your 
partnership in the gospel  
Philippians 1:3-5. 

from the VP of COMMUNICATIONS 
Leslie Jaseph 
 

We are jumping into summer already! Zone Rallies are complet-
ed, schools are ending, and graduations are all over social me-
dia. And we are just over a year away from the 2017 LWML 
Convention in Albuquerque! 
 
Do you have plans for the summer? Maybe to visit family, take a 
vacation, or a “stay-cation”, just enjoying the peace of being at 
home. Is anyone planning on helping with a Vacation Bible 
School? Attending the LCMS National Youth Gathering? Maybe 
participating with a servant event or mission trip? Is your wom-
en’s group planning a special activity or fundraiser? 
 
We want to see what you are doing! Please submit photos and a 
brief description of the photo or event, and send it to me to via 
email at LJaseph@aol.com. It will be posted on the Facebook 
page, and shared with webmaster Julie Schaefer for inclusion on 
the website. Let’s use these as encouragement for others and to 
share the activities where we are involved.  
 
We are at an all-time high for “Likes” for the District’s Facebook 
page, are you one of them? If not, please connect with us, and 
invite your friends to visit too. I am happy to share your wom-
en’s group events, news, outreach activities. And you can always 
find updated information about the district and national LWML 
Mission Grants. Don’t forget to also “Like” the official LWML 
Facebook page as well. You will find different things on both 
sites.  
 
May you feel enjoy a blessed, safe, and joyous summer!  
 
Leslie  
 

I can do all things through him who strengthens me.  
Philippians 4:13 ESV 

 
 

  
Follow us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ChesLWML 

 

 

 

Chesapeake Breeze is the quarter-
ly newsletter of the Chesapeake 
District LWML. Send your news 
and photos by August 1, 2016 to   
Linda Roscoe, Publications Editor  

The mission of the Lutheran  
Women’s Missionary League 
is to assist each woman of the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod in affirming her rela-
tionship with the Triune God 
so that she is enabled to use 
her gifts in ministry to the 
people of the world.  

mailto:LJaseph@aol.com
http://www.facebook.com/ChesLWML
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from the VP of Mission Grants  Penny Helmore  

Four of 14 mission grants remain to be funded 
($1,240) for the current biennium ending June 
30. We praise God the projects 9 and 10 were 
recently paid! Let’s help provide Sunday 
School materials to Bethania Kid’s Ministry in 
India.  Let’s reach out to all of the children in 
Dover, Delaware with scholarships to St. John’s 
Lutheran School where God is always present. 
Let’s make every effort to fund all the grants.  
 

Pray that Mites will pour in to bless our mis-
sions. Remember to check the latest date in 
June to turn in your Mites with your society’s 
LWML treasurer. Every penny counts. THANK 
YOU. 
 

Delegates will be voting on fourteen proposals 
for mission grants for the 2016-2018 biennium 
at the district convention, September 23-25 in 
Timonium, MD. Nine proposals, possibly 
more, will be funded. Due to ongoing difficul-
ties in recent bienniums to fund all the grants 

accepted, the proposed Mite goal options for 
the next biennium will be lowered. Contact for 
Mission Outreach and Grants is Penny Hel-
more, ukmompjh@aol.com, whose term ends 
this convention.  
 

If you love missions and are interested in work-
ing with mission outreach and grants, please 
contact Deb Poese (Deb.Poese@verizon.net), on 
the Nominating Committee for national 
LWML. They are looking for nominations for 
Vice President of Gospel Outreach. Thank you. 

11. Bethania Kid’s Ministries in India       $5,000 

Bethania Kids’ Ministries care for over 980 children in 16 ministries in India, looking after their 
spiritual, physical, educational and emotional wellbeing. The proposed funds will be used to 
provide Sunday school materials.  

12. Wellspring Mid-Atlantic Community Gospel Outreach, MD    $5,000 

Wellspring offers courses to assist leaders in numerous LCMS congregations. Assistance is pro-
vided by equipping, training, mentoring and coaching Gospel Outreach leaders, including lay 
leaders. The aim is to train 100 leaders for healthy gospel outreach in the Chesapeake District. 

13. LINC Baltimore - Mission Planting Network                            (partial funds) $1,200 

(LINC – Lutheran Inter-City Network Coalition) The Mission Planting Network project for the 
Baltimore metro area is just beginning. In two years, it plans to train twelve teams of eight mis-
sion-minded local leaders to launch 2-4 missional communities.  

14.  Uganda Youth Conference – Uganda Lutheran Mission             (partial funds) $1,200 

Though the Lutheran Church Mission in Uganda comprises thirty-three percent youth, there are 
no formal programs for faith formation and development of church leaders that focus on youth. 
The grant proposed will provide for a formal program, including transportation, housing, food,  
hymnals and bibles.  

Mission Grants to be Funded by June 30, 2016     Mite Goal: $125,000

mailto:ukmompjh@aol.com
mailto:Deb.Poese@verizon.net
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I read this poem while doing some internet re-
search. I thought immediately of Jesus’ words in 
Matthew 5. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and 
on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the un-
just (Matthew 5:45b, ESV). 
  
Eugene Peterson paraphrases this in The Message 
to… 
This is what God does. He gives his best—the sun to 
warm and the rain to nourish—to everyone, regard-
less: the good and bad, the nice and nasty. (Matthew 
5: 45b, The Message)  
  
Friends, we live in a universe overflowing with 
miracles of grace. The sun shines upon the good 
and the 
bad with-
out dis-
tinction. 
Grace. 
The rain 
falls upon 
the right-
eous and 
the un-
righteous 
indiscriminately. Grace. The air is breathed by 
the grateful and the ungrateful without judg-
ment. Grace. While such grace should inspire un-
speakable joy in people, it often goes unno-
ticed. The sun rises unobserved. The rain falls 
unacknowledged. The air is breathed uncon-
sciously.  
  
 

Sadder still, these miracles of grace go unnoticed 
by believers. What then shall we do? (Luke 3:10-
14, John 6:28, Acts 2:37; see also Tolstoy ‘What 
Then Must We Do?’) 
  
First, be more aware. Notice every photon of light 
that passes your irises. Every drop of rain, mist, 
and dew that falls trickles down your windows. 
Every breath of life-sustaining air that inflates 
your lungs. Be aware of the grace all around you. 
 

Second, be more grateful. As you experience these 
wonders of grace, coming to you unearned, and 
certainly unmerited, give thanks. Thank you for 
the light of a new day. Thank you for the rain 
from above. Thank you for the air that sustains. 
All given graciously. 
  

Third, take action. Though the light shines on all, 
some live in darkness. Let me be the one to bring 
light into dark places. Though the rain falls on 
many, still many thirst. Let me be the one to bear 
them water to quench their thirsts. Though the 
air is breathed by all, some suffocate in oppres-
sion, injustice, and despair. Let me be the one of 
open these prisons that those inside might 
breathe freely.  
  

Awareness. Gratitude. Action. This is love and 
‘look what happens with a love like that—it 
lights up the whole sky.’ 
 

from our 

SENIOR PASTORAL COUNSELOR 
Rev. Charles Long 

Even after all this time  
The sun never says to the earth  

“You owe me” 
Look what happens with a love like that 

It lights the whole sky  
~ Anonymous (attributed falsely to Rumi and  Hafiz, 

possibly Ladinsky is the author) 
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Interest Sessions  
 Engage, Encourage, Equip, and Enjoy! (LWML Pres-

ident Patti Ross). Hear more on how we can help 
every woman of the LCMS to Engage, Encourage, 
and Equip our Lutheran Women in Mission, and 
to Enjoy our work for the Glory of God!  

 Sow Here, Sow There, Sow Everywhere: Mission in 
the SED (Rev. Dr. Brent Smith) Pr. Smith will 
share how the Southeastern District, LCMS en-
gages in creative ministries to foster the growth 
of God's kingdom. 

 Gifts of Love (Linda Gage and Marge Bruning). 
Learn about “The Benefits of a Christian Estate 
and Gift Planning.” Hear inspiring stories about 
the ways gift plans can provide for your heirs as 
well as ministries.   

 Assisting Each Woman (Maggie Harris and Dee 
Greenfield). The Heart-to-Heart Sisters program 
aims to motivate, equip, and ensure opportuni-
ties for multicultural women to serve the church, 
participate in LWML, witness to the world, and 
grow in relationships as sisters in Christ.  

 The Lutheran Church in Africa (Phil Jaseph). Africa 
is one of the fastest growing mission fields in the 
world. Phil will share stories of LCMS mission 
work and how we can help expand the mission 
field. 

 
 

 
 Convention Choir (Pastor Charles and Betty Long). 

This rehearsal to prepare for the Sunday Worship 
Service will be held during the first session only. 

 Growing the LWML—Teens and YWR’s  (Cynthia 
Massengill and Kathryn Phillips). Held only at 
the second session, exploring the workings and 
functioning of the LWML, and how young wom-
en can be a part. 

 Mission Trip? What Does That Involve? 
 ( Martha McGlynn, Susan Sohn, Teresa     
 Tester) have participated in mission trips and 
 will share their stories and answer your ques-     
 tions about going on a mission trip yourself. 
 
 

You are invited by the Pen Mar Zone to the  
 

Chesapeake District LWML Convention 2016 - Theme:  “Sow What?” 
September 23-25, 2016 in Timonium, Maryland 

 
Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break up your unplowed ground: for it is time to seek 

the Lord, until He comes and showers righteousness on you. Hosea 10:12 NIV 
 

Bible Studies - Worship - Interest Sessions - Elections - Mission Grants - Entertainment - Much More!  

Convention Hotel Notes 
The Radisson chain purchased the Crown 
Plaza Hotel in 2015. Hotel renovations are 
ongoing. It is a non-smoking facility. Each 
room has one king or two queen beds, hair 
dryer, iron & ironing board, coffee/tea 
maker and is equipped with complimen-
tary wireless internet. It offers a Nautilus 
Fitness Center and free parking. The 
“Northern Lights” restaurant will be open 
for Friday evening dinner. They will open 
for breakfast, which is on-your-own and 
not included in the registration.  

Rev. Dr. Brent Smith,  
Keynote Speaker 
Executive Director  

Mission Development, SED  

Patti Ross 
LWML President 

Rev. Charles Long and Betty,  
Convention Musicians  
Grace Lutheran Church  

La Plata, MD 
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Chesapeake District LWML Convention 2016 
 

September 23-25, Radisson North Baltimore 
2004 Greenspring Drive, Timonium, MD 21093 

 
Make hotel reservations directly with the Radisson Hotel 

 Call (410) 252-7373 and ask for LWML 16 room block 
LWML Room Rate:  $102 + tax per room for 1-4 people 

 

CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM 
Please print in black ink. 

 

 
Badge Name (first, last) _____________________________ 
 
Mailing Address____________________________________ 
 
City_______________________ State_____ ZIP__________ 
 
Phone___________________ Fax_____________________ 
 
Email Address_____________________________________ 
 
Church/Society___________________ Zone_____________ 
 
First Time Attendee? _____       50 Years Plus LWML’er ____ 
 

 
Check One Appropriate Category 
  
____ General Registration 
____ Society (Church) Delegate 
____ Zone Young Women’s Rep 
____ Teen 
____ Executive Committee 
____ Zone Chair 
____ Past District President 
____ Host Committee 
____ Clergy 
____ Exhibitor 
 

  
Registration Fees 
                                                                                                                                                  TOTAL 
Early Registration (postmarked by August 31, 2016) $125                                                     $____________ 
Regular Registration (after August 31, 2016) ...........................................................$135 $____________ 

Teen or YWR Registration  .........................................................................................$60 $____________ 
     (Each of the above includes registration, Friday evening reception, 
          Saturday lunch and Saturday evening banquet) 
Saturday Banquet and Entertainment for unregistered guest  ..................................$50 $____________ 
Exhibitor Table fee ...................................................................................................$50 $____________ 

Total Amount Enclosed $____________ 

Delegates and YWRs - Send registration materials to your Zone Chairman. 

All Others - Send registration materials to: Margaret Martens 
                                                           508 Old Stone Place 
  Bel Air, MD 21015 
 
Checks payable to LWML Chesapeake District must accompany registration. Duplicate this form for your records. 

  
Saturday Afternoon Interest Sessions 
(Mark your choices in order of preference, 1 through 4. Each person will be able to attend two 
sessions.) 
  
____ Engage, Encourage, Equip and Enjoy!, President Patti Ross 
____ Sow here, Sow there, Sow Everywhere: Mission in the SED, 
         Rev.Dr. Brent Smith 
____ Gifts of Love, Linda Gage and Marge Bruning 
____ Assisting Each Woman, H2H Sisters, 
         Maggie Harris & Dee Greenfield 
____ The Lutheran Church in Africa, Phil Jaseph 
____ Convention Choir, Pr. Long and Betty (1st session only) 
____ Growing the LWML, YWR Committee (2nd session only) 
         Cynthia Massengill, Kathryn Phillips 
____ Mission Trip? What Does That involve? Martha McGlynn, 
         Susan Sohn, Teresa Tester 

  
I would like to participate in: 
___  Mission Mite Walk 
___  Yoga for Mites 
  
  
Special Needs 
____ Interpreter Needed 
____ Wheelchair Accessibility 
____ Dietary Restrictions (describe) 
  
  
____ Other special needs (describe) 
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Chesapeake District 
Special Gifts Fund 

Contributions may be made as a    
memorial or to honor someone on 
occasions such as birthdays, anniver-
saries, graduations or simply to the 

 
Lutheran Church Extension Fund 
with “LWML Special Gifts” on memo 
line. Mail to:   
 Sandy O’Hedy 
 116 S. School Lane 
 Smyrna, DE 19977 
 
Given by:  ______________________ 

Amount    ___________ 

In Memory of or in Honor of: 

_______________________________ 

Occasion _______________________ 

Send acknowledgement of gift to:  
(please print plainly) 

 
Name  _________________________ 
 

Address  
________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________ 

 
________________________________ 

Update on the  
Special Gifts Fund  

 

(February through April 2016) 

 
Stewardship account ending balance 
April 29, 2016:  $2,424.15 
 

CD balance December, 2015:  $17,000 
 

There have been no donations since 
February, 2016.   
 

Upcoming  
events 
 

Pray for these events, the leaders and the participants. 
Mark your calendars and tell your family to avoid schedule 
conflicts. 
 

2016 
September 23-25:   Chesapeake District LWML  
 Convention, Timonium, MD 
December 3:  Executive Committee Meeting  
 

2017 
February 24-25:   Leadership Retreat & Board of  
 Directors Meeting, Grace, LaPlata, MD 
October 20-22: Christian Life Retreat, Ocean City, MD  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LWML 37th Biennial Convention 
June 22-25, 2017 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 

Candidates for the 2016-2018 Biennium 
 

 VP Christian Life -  Chris Maconachy  (DCMarVA) 
 VP Mission Outreach and Grants - Martha McGlynn 

(Baltimore Zone) 
 VP Servant Resources - Pam Weimer (Pen-Mar)  
 Corresponding Secretary - Amy Pearsall  (Potomac) 
 Treasurer - Linda Nau  (Old Dominion) 
 
Nominees for Pastoral Counselor:  
 Rev. Michael Pottschmidt, Trinity, Richmond, VA 

(Old Dominion) 
 Rev. Jacob May, Emmanuel, Hampton, 

VA (Tidewater ) 
 

Thank you to the Nominating Committee:  Deb Poese, Chair;  
Susan Sohn and Penny Helmore 
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President       
Edi Collis                      H 301-774-3618 
3601 Stoney Castle St.        C 301-318-0704     
Olney, MD 20832      
edithcollis@hotmail.com               

 
VP of Christian Life 
Susan Sohn                          C 443-756-6404 
120 Wyndecrest Ave.         H 410-788-4258 
Baltimore, MD 21228 
ssohn2@verizon.net 
 
VP of Mission Outreach and Grants 
Penny Helmore                     804-320-1207 
2403 Bon Air Station Ln. 
Richmond, VA 23235 
ukmompjh@aol.com 
 
VP of Servant Resources  
Martha McGlynn                  610-517-8353 
107 Glen Rd. 
Glen Burnie, MD 21060 
marthamcglynn@verizon.net 
 
VP of Human Care 
Amber Alexander             H 301-599-0222 

6811 Dower House Road    C 301-256-2930 
Upper Marlboro, MD  20772 
Amber065@yahoo.com  
 
VP of Communications 
Leslie Jaseph                        H 410-451-0696 
2049 Haverford Dr.             C 410-991-7418 

Crownsville, MD 21032 
ljaseph@aol.com                            
 
Recording Secretary   
Portia Tomlinson                540-529-8607 
1013 Stokes Dr. 
Roanoke, VA 24019 
pstomlinson@cox.net                   
 
Corresponding Secretary 
Jan Israel                                  301-645-6309 
4737 Londonderry Lane 
White Plains, MD 20695 
jmcis20@verizon.net 
 
Financial Secretary 
Linda LaFleur                      H 757-564-4532 
8320 Baron’s Court              C 757-784-7265 
Williamsburg, VA 23188 
lafleur1@cox.net                                 
 
Treasurer                                         
Mary Poling                              410-437-1045 
92 Beacrane Road      
Pasadena, MD 21122 
jlpmkb@verizon.net 
 
Zone Liasion   
LaFreda McCoy     H 240-770-6067 
1111 Ivy Club Lane #642      C 202-607-5755 
Hyattsville, MD 20785-4519 
lafredam@yahoo.com                          
 
 

Christian Life Chairman 
Teresa Tester                    H 301-292-9612 
1809 Taylor Ave               C 240-210-3247 
Ft Washington, MD 20744 
ttester9612@gmail.com 
 
HOPE Chairman                      
Marguerite Massengill       757-291-8689 
3603 Victoria Blvd.                 
Hampton, VA 23661 
margo195155@yahoo.com            
 
Structure Committee 
Laima Kuring                      301-262-0844 
13520 Youngwood Turn 
Bowie, MD 20715 
lkuring@comcast.net 
 
Young Women Chairman 
Cynthia Massengill            757-291-8689 
3603 Victoria Blvd.                 
Hampton, VA 23661            
cmassengill1981@gmail.com 
 
Special Gifts Chairman 
Sandy O’Hedy                     302-653-4023 
116 S School Lane 
Smyrna, DE 19977 
S.ohedy116@comcast.net 
 
Archivist-Historian 
Margaret Martens             C 443-655-4742   
508 Old Stone Place          W 410-436-1341                   
Bel Air,  MD  21015 
memartens@inbox.com       
 
Parliamentarian 
Sylvia Shives          C 240-481-0136          
17215 W. Washington St. 
Hagerstown, MD  21740 
sylvia.shives@myactv.net 
 
District Publications Editor 
Linda Roscoe                     H 804-741-9474  
2008 Ridge Stone Ct         W 804-270-4626              
Henrico, VA  23238          
lmroscoe@gmail.com                      
 
District Meeting Manager 
Karen Matthiesen                 301-774-5899 
17401 Lafayette Drive 
Olney, MD 20832 
karenmatthiesen@verizon.net         
 
District Meeting Manager 
Claudia Jacobson                 301-593-3581  
804 Lombardy Ct  
Silver Spring, MD 20901  
claudiajacobson423@gmail.com 

Senior Pastoral Counselor 
Rev. Charles Long               301-932-0963                            
1200 Charles St. 
La Plata, MD 20646 
clong@growingwithgrace.org 
 
 
 

Junior Pastoral Counselor 
Rev. Dr. John Johnson      H 301-203-3323 
1310 Adams Drive            W 202-667-5357 
Fort Washington, MD 20744 
jfjohnson@prodigy.net          
 
District Heart to Heart Coordinator 
Maggie Harris                    301-613-0687 
14622 Almanac Drive 
Burtonsville, MD 20866 
magdaleneharris22@gmail.com 
 
Immediate Past President 
Debra Poese                      H 301-946-4709 
13001 Margot Dr              C  301-785-2531 
Rockville, MD  20853    
Deb.Poese@verizon.net    
 
ZONE CHAIRMEN 
Baltimore Zone 
Martha McGlynn                  
marthamcglynn@verizon.net 
 
Blue Ridge Zone 
LaDonna Schrank 
4bigsis@cox.net 
 
DCMARVA Zone  
Yvonne Brown 
yewbrown@verizon.net 

 
DELMARVA Zone 
Sandy Nickerson 
s-lnick62@verizon.net 
 
Old Dominion Zone 
Marge Bruning 
mabruning79@gmail.com 
 
PENMAR Zone   
Verna Liescheidt   
freedom38@verizon.net  
 
Potomac Zone 
Donna Thompson 
shadyside55@yahoo.com 
 
Tidewater Zone 
Marguerite Massengill 
margo195155@yahoo.com            

 
District Website 
Julie Schafer    
thetropicalhut@gmail.com 

 

                

Chesapeake District Directory  

Send contact information  
changes to the Zone Liasion, 
LaFreda McCoy  
 

Need Quarterlies or Mite Boxes, 
contact Corresponding Secretary, 
Jan Israel   


