from our President, Christine Maconachy

“Come and have breakfast...” John 21:12

It was after His resurrection that Jesus came to the disciples on a

sandy and rocky shore by the Sea of Galilee. Imagine Jesus cook-

ing fish over a charcoal fire with bread warming. After Jesus had

risen from the dead, he came back several times to encourage his

disciples. Here, early in the morning, Jesus kneels, cooks and

serves. Jesus invites the disciples with warmth and compassion,

even though these disciples had sort of fallen short during Holy

Week when Jesus asked for their presence and support. Actually,

many of them had fled, denied Christ and went into hiding. Yet Jesus came to them and with
warm bread, a crackling fire and hot breakfast, letting the disciples know that everything was
okay.

Thank you to all of you have let others know that it is okay and Jesus loves them. This past
Passion Week, maybe you helped with an Easter continental breakfast at church, helped set up
communion and the altar, or opened your home to family and friends for the Easter dinner.
Perhaps you worked lovingly on preparing and setting up for some of the first LWML Zone
Rallies we have had so far this spring. The Pen-Mar Zone Rally was supposed to end at 12:00
noon on March 21. However, at 1:15pm the women were still embracing each other through
conversation and planning. They were so happy to see each other after a time of not meeting.
At the DCMARVA Zone gathering, time was getting short and the speaker from Lutheran
Braille Workers apologized for not enough time for the group to work on Braille mailings.
The group begged to be allowed to work on the LBW project, they would make time. At my
table sat Mary who has MS. There she sat with a huge smile, her arms covered in stickers,
waiting for her partner to get the stickers in order to close the envelopes to be mailed. As we
ate at the Old Dominion Zone Rally, we all met first time attendees from New Hope, who
brought their Pastor’s wife. Their excitement at being together at the zone rally, steeped in
God’s goodness and love uplifted us all. What “meals” of comfort will you be preparing?
LWML is here, waiting to support, nourish and equip you as you reach out in service. Jesus is
waiting with breakfast, restoration and mission. He fills our nets and replenishes us with His
love and presence. He reassures us that everything is going to be okay. Come to our LWML
Zone Rallies, to our meetings and be fed!

AND thank you for your dedication to donating Mites.
Our 2024-2026 Mission Grants have been fully funded. To God Be All the Glory!

In Christ Alone,
Christine Maconachy President, LWML Chesapeake District

For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the
hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field
shall clap their hands. Isaiah 55:12
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Chesapeake District LWML Mission Grants 2024-2026

1. Kids Against Hunger Meals - Orphan Grain Train Mid-Atlantic Branch
To purchase and ship Kids Against Hunger meals.

2. Shipment of Humanitarian Aid- Orphan Grain Train Maryland Branch
To ship 40-foot containers of humanitarian aid.

3. Southeastern District-LCMS, Henrico, VA
To provide financial aid to students studying to become professional church workers
within the SED.

4. Biblical Learning Opportunities in the Inner-City of West Baltimore
For Faith and Work Enterprises, Inc., to develop means for community members to
explore the Word of God in meaningful ways.

5. Christ's Light Shines Amid Visual Darkness
To purchase production supplies, equipment, and outreach resources for Lutheran Braille
Worker’s events within the Chesapeake District.

6. Binns-Counts Community Center
For the purchase of Bibles, devotional material, emergency needs and other supports for
this outreach in the McClure Valley, VA.

7. Life Changing Care for People in Dominican Republic Living with Intellectual &
Developmental Disabilities
To cover cost of clothing, medical, rehabilitation, education and spiritual life program
of the residents of Good Shepherd Lutheran Group Home.

8. St. John's Lutheran Church, Farmville, VA Jobs Program
Establishment of jobs program to create pathways for meaningful work.

9. Y4Life of Lutherans for Life for Life Affirming Youth Conference
To provide funds for speaker and venue fees associated with Y4Life youth conference
in Washington, D.C.

10. Logos Software: Digging Deep into Scripture for a Lifetime of Learning
Funding for $650 lifetime subscription fees for Logos Bible Software for seminarians.

Total grant funds approved by delegates in convention:

*St. John's is unable to accept their grant due to a pastoral vacancy which impacts their ability to
implement the jobs program.

$6,000

$6,000

$6,000

$6,000

$6,000

$6,000

$5,000

*$5,000

$6,000

$6,000

$55,000

Did you know that LWML publishes a monthly prayer guide to use with your Mite
Box daily? These are available at https://www.lwml.org/posts/free-resources/mite-

challenge-calendar. Each day as you pray, please feed your Mite Box in support of dis-
trict and LWML Mission Grants. As you lift up the countries and mission grants listed,
pray that the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ would be heard by those who live there
or are served by our mite offerings. Each country listed has been a recipient of a mis-
sion grant from Lutheran Women in Mission at some time since 1942. What a joy it is

to bring these prayers to our Father’s listening ears!
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Gospel Outreach and Mission Minute

All praise and glory to God our Father in Heaven as Grant 7, “Life Changing Care for People in the Domin-
ican Republic Living with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities” has been funded. This grant brings
hope and Christ centered care for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD). Historically,
people with IDD were denied appropriate care, education and rehabilitative care. In fact, people living with
IDD were often marginalized and even isolated from society in the Dominican Republic. Funds from this
grant will help continue to care for not only the physical, emotional, and intellectual needs but will help pro-
vide spiritual life programs to residents living in the Good Shepherd Lutheran Home. In addition, funds will
help with outreach programs and care for those with IDD in several communities near the Dominican
Lutheran churches.

Ne are thankful for the many wa hat Mites are supporting the work of God in so many places, like the
Dominican Republic. Everyone needs to know and be reminded that we are created in God’s image and that
God sent His Son, Jesus to redeem us through His death and resurrection.
This Lenten season the brutality of the cross and the horrific payment that
Jesus paid with His life serves as a reminder that God’s promise of for-
giveness is unwavering. None of us merit God’s love yet in His great mercy,
He sees us through Jesus' blood as being worth dying for. This Good News
needs to be shared and not kept to ourselves. May we continue to reach out
in love and mercy to our neighbors. And as we serve our neighbors in love,
may we continue to collect those coins, those mighty mites, so that our
neighbors living both near and far may hear how Jesus not only died but
rose victoriously that first Easter to conquer death that we might have eter-
nal life with Him one day.

And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfector
of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of
the throne of God. Hebrews 12: 1b-2

Tracy Beasley, VP of Missions and Gospel Outreach

How to Make OGT Reusable Sanitary Cloths for Young Women & Girls in Africa and Central America

Use ONLY 100% Cotton Yarn! and Susan Maack from Florida for recent donations.
KNIT: Cast on 36 stitches 9enough for 8” width)
Knit back and forth until you have 8” length. You may mail or drop off finished sanitary cloths to:
Bind off. Weave in ends. It should be a flat 8x8” MD Branch Orphan Grain Train, Attn: Elfie Eberle,
square 621 East West Blvd., Millersville, MD 21108

Or to: Christine Maconachy,
CROCHET: 712 Northwood Estates Drive, Severn, MD 21144

Chain 26-28 sts (depending on tension)

Turn. SC through both loops all the way across.
CH 1, Turn. Repeat until piece is an 8x8 square.
You may choose to edge or not.

Thank you women of King of Glory, Williamsburg;
Hope Lutheran, Va Beach; Our Savior, Laurel, MD;



Chesapeake District LWML Convention
September 25-27, 2026
Founder's Inn & Spa
Virginia Beach, VA

Start planning now to attend the LWML Convention in September! The ladies of the Tidewater Zone are busy pre-
paring to host the Convention. There will be Inspirational Speakers, Bible Studies, Servant Events, Ingatherings,
Exhibitors, the LWML Store, selection of Mite Projects and Officers for the next biennium and most of all --
Fellowship with your LWML sisters. Also the LWML president Eden Keefe will be joining us.

In order to start your planning, the Founder’s Inn and Spa room rate is $139 + tax. This is a Hilton hotel that offers
a Tapestry Collection. This is a full service hotel that offers fitness facilities, spa treatment rooms, swimming pool,
and delicious restaurant food.

The Registration Fee for the Convention is $245.This includes a lite
breakfast on Saturday morning, which we have never offered be-
fore. Evaluations forms from past conventions show that this is de-
sired. Convention expenses have risen just like everything else. We
work very hard to keep the costs reasonable, but we also want you
to have a wonderful experience at the District LWML Convention.
Start planning now and we will see you in Virginia Beach in
September!

The Founder’s Inn and Spa in Virginia Beach awaits your arrival for the 2026 LWML Chesapeake District Conven-
tion on Sept. 25-27. Details and Registration Form in the next Breeze.

Sisters in Christ,
Karen & Claudia
Meeting Managers

Special Gifts Endowment Fund Update

Special Gifts is a great way to remember or honor someone, while also supporting the mission and ministry of the
Chesapeake District LWML. Monies from this Fund may be given in increments of $100 up to a maximum $300
for small mission projects, special expenses or other programs. All requests should reflect the mission statement of
the LWML. For more information and forms for donating a gift or requesting a grant, please go to our website,
Iwmlchesapeake.org. Choose the Giving to LWML or Mission Grants (Mini-Grants) tab to reach the Special
Gifts Endowment Fund section. If you have any questions, you may also contact Linda Nau, Chairman, at
naule@aol.com or 804-514-0095.

Since our last report, we received a Gift in Memory of:
Judy Forste by Jan & Fred Rueter

The current balances in our accounts are:
LCEF Steward Account is $7,352.97
LCEEF Certificate of Deposit is $15,000.00

Linda Nau, Special Gifts Chairman
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Nominations Requested For Chesapeake District LWML Officers

Is the Lord calling You? Organizations need good and effective leaders to be
successful. The Chesapeake District LWML will be electing new officers at the
District Convention in Virginia Beach on Sept 25-27, 2026. The elected officials
will serve a four (4) year term starting in September, 2026. Officers are ex-
pected to attend Conventions and all Board meetings (3-4 a year.) Nomina-
tions for the following positions are being requested. Is the Lord requesting
your service?

President: presides at District conventions, meetings of the Executive Committee (EC) and the Board of Direc-
tors (BOD); appoints standing committee chair and members, special committees; authorized to sign checks for
Treasurer in an emergency; member of LWML Presidents Assembly; presents written report to District conven-
tion; notify members of Board of Directors (BOD) & EC (Executive Committee) of all meetings.

Vice President of Communication: may perform duties of the office of the President in the absence or at the
request of the President; coordinate all District publicity overseeing newsletter and website editors; maintain
contact with LWML Department of Communications; responsible of publication of district convention manual;
present written report to the District convention.

Vice President of Special Focus Ministries: may perform duties of the office of the President in the absence or
at the request of the President; Coordinate Special Focus Ministries—Heart to Heart Committee, Deaf Ministry
Liaison, Young Women Committee and Church Workers in Mission Committee; maintain contact with LWML
Dept. of Special Focus Ministries; present written report to District convention.

Recording Secretary: record proceedings of District conventions and meetings of BOD & EC; provide BOD
members with copy of convention and BOD minutes within four weeks of meeting; receive and file report of
officers, standing and special committees; certify zone delegates as they register for district convention; work with
convention registrar to ascertain accurate list and count of voting delegates; present written report to the District
convention.

Financial Secretary: receive and deposit all monies of the District; keep an accurate account of receipts and de-
posits and send a monthly report to Treasurer and President; submit financial reports to EC and BOD meetings
and District convention; submit books for financial review at end of fiscal year. Manages subscriptions for the
LWML Quarterly.

Pastoral Counselor: serve the District in an advisory capacity; attend all District conventions, meetings of the
BOD and EC.

Nominees, except for Pastoral Counselor, must have at least 2 year’s experience on group or zone level during
which time they have held an office and must be active in the work of their group or zone at the time of
nomination.

Nomination forms can be requested

from committee members:

Sandy O’Hedy (s.ohedyll6@comcast.net)

Edi Collis (edithcollis@hotmail.com)

Karen Matthiesen (karenmatthiesen@verizon.net)




Baltimore Zone Spring Rally
Saturday, April 18,9 -11:30 am

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,

308 Manor Oak Dr.
Glen Burnie, MD
Speaker: Donna Siverd, Shepherdess
“Sheep, Wool and Our Good Shepherd”
RSVP: lwml@stpaulsgb.org

Pastors’ wives at Old Dominion Rally 3-14-26

Potomac Zone Spring Rally
Saturday, May 3, 9:30 am-2:00 pm
Messiah Lutheran Church
13901 Clopton Rd.
Germantown, MD
Speaker: Donna Siverd, Shepherdess
“Sheep and Our Good Shepherd”
Registration fee: $20
Lunch provided
RSVP: michelle-iser@yahoo.com

Treasurer Linda Nau presenting a
check for Grant #10
Logos software to
President Christine Maconachy

50 Women came to DCMarVa Zone Rally to be equipped.
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